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Disclaimer note;  
“All pictures whether of personalities or typographies featured in these monthly digests are sourced from the 

official pages of the House of Peoples’ Representatives Secretariat Office. Likewise, all data presented are 
drawn from this same source. BRIDGE assumes responsibility for the insightful observations, summaries and any 

interpretations thereof.”

The Denotation of “Enderasie” (እንደራሴ)

The term “Enderasie” is a conceptual expression that holds significant weight in Ethio-
pia’s ancient and modern political discourse and constitutional history. The etymology 
and denotation of the word, in a general sense, had/have the following meanings:-

The expression is derived from the combination of two words: “Ende” (እንደ) and “Rasse” 
(ራሴ). “Ende” signifies likeness, stead, or substitute; “Rasse” reflects the self-calling iden-
tity or the owner and when denoted, it reflects the authority. In its connotation, it is said 
to mean “as me” or “being me.” When referencing its title in Ethiopian constitutional 
history, the term “Enderasie” had different socio-political interpretations across various 
eras; to wit: -

A. The Representative of the Emperor (Regent): During the monarchical era, if the em-
peror was unable to lead the state for any reason (not coming of age, illness, or other 
reasons), the person granted full authority to administer the country was called “Bitwod-
ed-Enderasie.”

B. Regional or Provincial Governor: Since the Emperor could not be present in every 
province personally at all times, the representatives who judged and administered in his 
name were called “Enderasie”; this grants the full representation of the King.

C. Representation of the People: Since the advent of the first Ethiopian Constitution, how-
ever, the word took on a new denotation. The people began to call the persons they elected 
to deliberate and make decisions in their stead in the council “People’s Enderasies” (Rep-
resentatives). The denotation of this gave it the meaning of “one who works as the people,” 
“image of the people,” or “representative of the people.”

Today, it is used interchangeably with the word “Representative” (as in the beginning 
of Western parliamentary history). However, the word “Enderasie” holds a political and 
socio-cultural denotation of gravity that goes beyond representation, carrying the full 
honor and identity-based association of the body it represents.

The Bridge Denotation

Our institution, Bridge, has utilized this word by denoting it from the past to the present 
era while maintaining the rules of Amharic grammar. Let us first cite what the noted 
scholars have established: Desta Tekle Wold defined “Enderasie” as “being me, one who 
works holding my authority”; Kidane Wold Kifle described it as “standing in the stead, in 
the substitute”; Tesemma Habte Michael Gitsew, in turn, gave it the definitions of “alter-
nate, representative, plenipotentiary.” Even Mahteme Selassie Wolde Meskel raised that 
when a person appears not in their own name but in the name of another to perform legal 
acts, they are called “Enderasie.” As these references show, while the word was initially 
used only for the representatives of kings, its later application to representatives of the 
people served to express the supremacy of the people; furthermore, it provides the deno-
tation that the representative appears as the people and is called as the people.

In this context, when we say “Enderasie”: on one hand, we have denoted it in alignment 
with the constitutional principle of ‘self-determination’ upon which the Ethiopian Fed-
eration stands, regarding the word “Ras” (Self). This means we have used a denotative 
translation to solve the “Rasie” within “Enderasie” through the nations, nationalities and 
peoples encompassed by the meaning of “Ras” in this principle. Beyond that, just as the 
elector in the former era was the emperor, in this era of ours, it is the people; therefore, 
note that when we say “Enderasie,” we use the definition:- one who becomes like the elect-
ing people, nation, or nationality. When we align it with the modern electoral system, the 
individual elector sends the Enderasie to the council to decide on the affairs of their life, 
saying, ‘speak with my lips, sit on my throne.’ It asserts that if the elected is not as the 
self to the elector, the elector can strip away their likeness of me (aka the representation).

The expression “Enderasie”:- although Amharic, the national language of the time, was 
the only working language of the council when the first Ethiopian Council of Enderasies 
was established; note that the expression is found within the other languages of the na-
tions and nationalities of our country; for example: in Sidama—amaalete mina, in Afaan 
Oromo—Bakka bu’aa, in Tigrinya—kemay, in Wolaytta—Kal Atiya/Taga ton.
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